THE "REIGN" BEGINS

other dignitaries, emerged upon the east portico,
amid the deafening cheers of the spectators. The
President-elect bowed gravely, and, stepping for-
ward to a small cloth-covered table, read in a low
voice the inaugural address; the aged Chief Justice,
"whose life was a protest against the political views
of the Jackson party," administered the oath of
office; and the ceremony was brought to a close in
the customary manner by the new Executive kiss-
ing the Bible. Francis Scott Key, watching the
scene from one of the gates, was moved to exclaim:
"It is beautiful, it is sublime/'

Thus far the people had been sufficiently im-
pressed by the dignity of the occasion to keep
their places and preserve a reasonable silence.
But when the executive party started to withdraw,
men, women, and children rushed past the police
and scrambled up the steps in a wild effort to
reach their adored leader and grasp his hand.
Disheveled and panting, the President finally
reached a gate at which his horse was in waiting;
and, mounting with difficulty, he set off for the
White House, followed by a promiscuous multi-
tude, "countrymen, farmers, gentlemen, mounted
and unmounted, boys, women, and children, black
and white."